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In Gunnar Myrdal*s An American Dilemma, it is stated that the 
white press presents relatively little news about Negroes other than 
crime news, partly because of the traditional stereotypes used to 
depict Negroes and partly because many whites do not attribute to 
Negroes the natural human reactions to insult and deprivation#-1- But, 
Myrdal further states that "in the South, the white press has been 
undergoing a great change in its treatment of the Negro problem and 
2 
that this process of change in the white press is continuing." 
In the late 19th century, articles pertaining to Negroes were 
found frequently in leading literary magazines and Rayford W. Logan 
■5 
in The Negro in American Life and Thought-^ unfolds a shocking picture 
of the accounts given of the attacks on Negro rights in various maga¬ 
zines of that period. Logan states that the largest number of deroga¬ 
tory stereotypes appeared in Harper1s, Scribner's and Century magazines 
and bases his conclusions first on the fact that these publications 
contained drawings and cartoons that depicted uncomplimentary antics 
of Negroes and secondly on the fact that they included more short 
■^Gunnar Myrdal, An American Dilemma .(New York; Harper and 
Brothers, 19UU),957-958. 
2Ibid», p. 92U. 
^Rayford W. Logan, The Negro in American Life and Thought. 
(New York: Dial Press, 195U)» 21*0. 
1 
2 
stories written in dialect. These three magazines regularly em¬ 
ployed derisive terms which are rarely used today except in local color 
fiction, in private conversation, and by the most rabid of Mwool-hatn 
politicians."*" 
In the last decade of the 19th century, the most important re¬ 
levant topics of discussion in the major magazines were Negro suffrage, 
education for Negroes, emmigration and immigration, the New South and 
the extension of American control over colored peoples in foreign 
countries.^ 
•3 
James Playsted Wood in Magazines in the United States presents 
a vivid picture of the periodicals which were instrumental in the abo¬ 
lition of slavery. He points out that in 1831, William Lloyd Garrison, 
using a borrowed type on a hand press set up in a mean back room in 
Boston, issued the first number of The Liberator. Like Wendell 
Phillips, Garrison was a complete and determined abolitionist who had 
no patience with compromise of any kind and would not countenance the 
gradual emancipation, by political methods, favored by more conservative 
anti-slavery advocates. He stood radically and unequivocally for the 
immediate and complete abolition of slavery, no matter what the political 
result for the country. 
1Ibid. 
2Ibid., p. 263. 
3james Playsted Wood, Magazines in the United States,(New 
York: Ronald Press, 191:9), 72. 
3 
Hie cause of abolition claimed the services and devoured 
the energies of great writers of the time. Emerson, Thoreau, 
Lowell, and Whittier, though more moderate in their views and tem¬ 
perate in their expression than Garrison in The Liberator, were as 
intense in their hatred of slavery. Lowell, whose burning interest 
in abolition was intensified by the abolitionist fervor of the poet 
Maria White whom he married in 18UU, wrote with vehemence and enthusiasm 
for the cause. His anti-slavery papers, collected now in two volumes, 
were written mostly for the Pennsylvania Freeman and for the National 
Anti-Slavery Standard, of which he was associate editor from IôIIîJ - 
l850. The Second Series of Lowell's "Biglow Papers," supporting the 
North and attacking slavery ran in the Atlantic during the war*. 
Hie Pennsylvania Freeman was edited in 1838 and 1839 by John 
Greenleaf Whittier, the gentle Qiaker poet who gave so much of his 
life and of his literary talent to the fight against slavery. The 
offices of the Freeman were burned to the ground by a Philadelphia mob 
while he was its editor. 
Hiere were numerous other anti-slavery magazines: the Anti- 
Slavery Record, the Anti-Slavery Examiner, the Massachusetts Aboli¬ 
tionist, the Emancipator, and the Anti-Slavery Reporter. Despite 
violence and threats of violence, depredation, and even murder, these 
magazines carried on their unrelenting warfare against slavery. Other 
general magazines took a definite, though less radical, stand against 
slavery as did most of the denominational church magazines .-*• 
It will be interesting to note the types of articles prevalent 
1Ibid., p. 73-7U 
b 
in the 19th century in comparison with those of more recent years. 
The many studies made of the Negro in the white press have been 
approached, for the most part, from the standpoint of newspapers. 
These various studies indicated a need for studies of the Negro news 
in the general magazines to determine whether or not, in regard to 
inclusion and treatment, the general character of the articles in the 
magazines was similar to that of the articles in the newspapers. 
Purpose and Scope 
The purpose of this thesis is (l) to note the significant 
news that related to Negroes during the period from 19b8 through 
1952} (2) to analyze the articles concerning Negroes found in a 
selected number of adult magazines between 19b8 and 1952; (3) to 
note the general characteristics and the treatment of Negro topics 
in these articles; and (b) to mark the changes, if arty, in the nature 
of the articles during the period from 19b8 through 1952. 
The samples were chosen from issues of the following maga¬ 
zines: Time, Look, Ladies Home Journal, Saturday Evening Post, and 
New Republic. These five magazines were selected (l) because of 
their wide circulation, and (2) because they give a cross-section 
of news found in a variety of types of magazines. 
Time is a weekly news magazine, condensed in size, but 
limitless in range. It presents each week a record of the week's 
events and is equivalent to a national newspaper in circulation and 
content.'1' Look is a bi-weekly magazine that employs picture journa¬ 
lism. Ladies Home Journal is a monthly magazine that contains fiction, 
^F. Fraser Bond, An Introduction to Journalism,(New York: 
Macmillan Co. 1955)#39. 
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factual articles and illustrations slanted to interest women readers. 
Saturday Evening Post is a meekly general magazine that includes 
fiction and articles on current topics and personalities. New Republic 
is a magazine of criticism and opinion. 
Significance 
The writer hopes that this study proves its significance in 
the following ways: 
1. By indicating the extent of inclusion and the 
treatment of news relating to Negroes in selected 
general magazines. 
2. By contributing to -the research already done on 
Negro news in the white press. 
3. By showing the changes in the general characteristics 
of Negro news included in selected general magazines 
over a period of five years. 
it. By indicating whether or not certain publications 
are progressing toward the goal of achieving better 
race relations. 
Methodology 
The methodological procedure for the analysis of the five 
selected general magazines follows: 
1. The significant news relating to Negroes for the period 
191:8 through 1952 was determined by the use of the 11th edition of 
the Negro Yearbook^ and the New York Times Index** for I9I48 through 
%egro Yearbook. 1952 (New York: Wm. H. Wise & Co., 1953). 
%ew York Times Index, 191:8-1952 (New York: New York Times 
Co., 191:8-1952). 
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1952. The Negro Yearbook brings together facts about various aspects 
of Negro life and about the participation of Negroes in American life. 
Also reported are facts about the economic, social, political and 
educational progress of Negroes in other parts of the world. The 
chapters in the Negro Yearbook are prepared by contributors who 
are authorities in their fields. Because of the scope of the publica¬ 
tion and the information included in it, the Negro Yearbook seemed to 
be a satisfactory source from which to obtain information regarding 
significant news relating to Negroes for the period under study. 
The New York Times Index, which is considered a master-key to the 
news, was used to supplement the information found in the Negro 
Yearbook. Although the New York Times Index is primarily an index 
to the contents of the New York Times, it is also a guide to the 
information found in other newspapers and magazines; therefore, it 
was felt that this source would be useful also in securing news per¬ 
taining to Negroes. 
For the year 191$, emphasis in the Negro Yearbook anddn the 
Ngw York Times Index was placed on news concerning Education, Race 
Relations, Politics and Government, and Journalism; in 19li9, Race 
Relations, Education, and Awards, Honors and other Distinctions were 
the main interests; for 1950-51 news concerning various Awards and 
Honors, Race Relations, Crime and Violence, and Politics arid Govern¬ 
ment was found to be significant. During this two-year period, the 
Negro was cited as having made significant scholarly contributions 
in Literature and History. During the year 1952, the main news con¬ 
cerning Negroes was found in the field of Politics and Government, 
7 
the Theater, and Literature. Through the whole five-year period 
19U&-1952, news in the categories of Sports and Music held a signi¬ 
ficant place. 
2. A total of 75 issues of the magazines were examined for 
the years 19U8, 19^9, 1950, 1951 and 1952. Fifteen issues each of 
Time, Look, Saturday Evening Post, Ladies Home Journal, and New 
Republic were analyzed. 
3. Since three of the magazines are published weekly, one 
bi-weekly and the fifth monthly, in order to examine the same number of 
issues of each, they were analyzed as followsî 
a. For the weekly and bi-weekly magazines: 
For the year 19U8, the first issue of each month 
for three alternate months beginning with the 
January issue. 
For 191*9, the first issue of each month for three 
alternate months beginning with the February num¬ 
ber. 
For 1950, the first issue of each month for three 
alternate months beginning with the July issue. 
For the year 1951, the first issue of each month 
for three alternate months beginning with the 
August issue. 
For 1952, the first issues for the months of 
February, June and September were used (l) to 
give a cross-section of seasonal news; and (2) 
to mark changes, if any, found in various types 
of news during these different times of the year. 
b. For the monthly magazine: 
For 191*8, issues for three alternate months 
beginning with January. 
For 19l*9, issues for three alternate months 
beginning with February. 
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For 1950, issues for three alternate months 
beginning with July. 
For 1951, issues for three alternate months 
beginning with August. 
For 1952, the issues for the months of February, 
June and September were used (l) to give a cross- 
section of seasonal news; and (2) to mark changes, 
if any, found in various types of news during 
these different times of the year. 
To check the samples for reliability, various 
issues from each of the five years were analyzed. 
U. All items which included terms referring to Negroes were 
analyzed in the study. 
5. Only factual news was considered in the analysis. 
6. The following categories were used for classifying the 
articles. The categories are identical with and are arranged the 





e. Social Welfare 
f. The Church and Religious Work 




k. Health and Medicine 
l. Education 
m. Crime and Violence 
n. Awards, Honors and other Distinctions 
o. Race Relations 
p. Armed Forces 
q. Miscellany 
7. For all items placed in the above categories, the 
following data were recorded: 
a. The theme or main idea of each article. 
b. The content of the article and the treatment as to 
whether favorable, unfavorable or neutral. 
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c. Hie position of the article as to whether it was a 
cover story or a lead article. 
d. Whether or not the article was accompanied by photographs. 
8, A check slip was used to analyze the articles (see 
Appendix A). 
9. Hie Mass Communications class of the Summer School 
session, 19$h at the Atlanta University School of Library Service, 
consisting of 22 members, was used to test the validity of the check 
slips and the rules governing the use of the slips. Hie procedure 
for the test was as follows: 
a. A March 1, 19^8 Time magazine article pertaining to 
Negro Ben Davis, member of the Communist party, along with the list 
of rules governing the use of the check slip were given to each mem¬ 
ber of the class. After reading the rules, the article was then 
evaluated through the use of the check slip. The class was told that 
the article was a lead article and that a photograph of Ben Davis 
accompanied it. 
b. The list of rules that governed the use of the check 
slip follows : 
(l) The nature of the content is to be fudged as to 
whether it is favorable, unfavorable or neutral. 
(a) News is to be considered favorable when it 
reports something of a complimentary nature 
about Negroes. 
(b) News is to be considered unfavorable when it 
reports something of an uncomplimentary or 
derogatory nature in respect to Negroes. 
(c) News is to be considered neutral when the 
general theme is neither complimentary nor 
derogatory. 
10 
(2) The author's treatment is judged as to whether it is 
pro, con or neutral. 
(a) The author's treatment is thought of as pro, 
when the account given would meet the approval 
of a majority of Negroes. 
(b) The author's treatment is considered con, when 
a majority of Negroes would not regard it with 
favor. 
(c) The author's treatment is considered neutral 
when it would create a feeling of neither 
approval nor disapproval. 
(3) "Individual" will be checked when only one person 
is the subject of the article. 
(10 The word "Group" applies to an organized group 
such as the NAACP, the Urban League, et cetera. 
(5) When the article pertains to news that relates 
to an issue, or which states a fact, it is to be 
considered "general." 
Although there were variations found in the use of the check 
slips and the applications of the rules, there was enough similarity 
in the coding of the persons taking the test for the writer to consider 
the check s^Lips and rules that governed the analysis valid. 
10. Tabulations were made of the total number of articles 
according to category and periodical. 
11. The introductory or initial article under a general 
topic was considered a leading article. 
Findings in regard to the inclusion of significant topics 
relating to Negroes, and their treatment in the selected issues of 
the magazines are discussed in the chapters which follow. 
CHAPTER II 
SIGNIFICANT NEWS RELAUNG TO NEGROES, 19^8-1952 
The Negro Yearbook was considered a satisfactory source 
from which to obtain information regarding significant news relating 
to Negroes for the period 19U8 to 1952, and the New York Times Index 
was used to supplement the Negro Yearbook. There was no news for 
the year it was published. 
The items mentioned as significant news in the two sources 
are discussed in this chapter. The Information in the Negro Yearbook 
is presented first, according to category; next, the items found in 
the New York Times Index are presented in the same manner. There 
were 36 items pertaining to Negroes found in the Negro Yearbook 
(see Table l) and 70 items found in the New York Times Index (see 
Table 2). 
Significant News According to the Negro Yearbook 
Race Relations.—The two items in the area of Race Relations 
noted (l) that at the annual meeting of the Southern Conference of 
Graduate Deans, the conference voted to invite to membership the 
Deans of Graduate schools of those Negro institutions which were doing 
reliable graduate work;! and (2) that Dr. Rayford W. Logan served as 
NAACP representative to the 1951 United Nations Assembly in Paris while 




DISTRIBUTION BT CATEGORIES OF NEWS PERTAINING TO THE 
NEGRO SELECTED FROM THE NEGRO YEARBOOK 
Categories 19U8 19U9 1950 1951 1952 Total 
Sports 1 a a a 3 10 a a a 1U 
Journalisa 2 2 1 a a a a a a 5 
Music • •t • a a 2 l a a a 3 
Art • ♦ • a a a a aa a a a a a a a a a 
Social Welfare # a a a a a a a a a a a a a a 
Church and 
Religious Work • e a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a 
Politics and 
Government • a a a • a a a a . 3 a a a 3 
Entertainment a a a l 1 1 a a a 3 
Literature • aa a a a a a a 1 a a a 1 
Science a a e a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a 
Health and 
Medicine a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a 
Education a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a 
Crime and 
Violence a a a a a a 1 a a a a a a 1 
Awards and Honors a a a l 1 1 a a a 3 
Race Relations 1 a • • a a a 1 a a a 2 
Armed Forces a a a i a a a a a a a a a 1 
Miscellany a a a a a a a a a a a a a aa aa a 
Total U 5 9 18 a a a 36 
13 
TABLE 2 
DISTRIBUTION BT CATEGORIES OF NEWS PERTAINING TO THE 
NEGRO SELECTED PROM THE NEW YORK TIMES INDEX 
Categories 19U8 19U9 1950 1951 1952 Total 
Sports 3 1 1 • • « 1 6 
Journalism 1 • ♦ • • • • • • « • • « 1 
Music • * • • • • • e • • • • 1 1 
Art • • • • • • • • • • • « • • • ♦ •• 
Social Welfare • • * ♦ * e • • • • • • • • * • • • 
Church and 
Religious Work • • • • • • • • • 1 1 
Politics and 
Government • • • • et 3 1 3 7 
Entertainment 1 • • • • • • • « • • ♦ • 1 
Literature • • • 1 • • • • • • 1 
Science • • • • • • • « • • • e • • • 
Health and 
Medicine • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • 1 
Education U 3 3 • • • 1 11 
Crime and 
Violence • • • 1 « • • 3 • • e U 
Awards and Honors • • • U 3 3 3 13 
Race Relations 8 U U • « • 2 18 
Armed Forces 1 • • • ««< • # • • • • 1 
Miscellany • • • • •* • • • 3 1 u 
Total 18 13 15 11 13 70 
Ik 
in France studying on a Fulbright Fellowship.^ 
Sports.—The Negro Yearbook included 13 items in the field 
of Sport3. Among these it was noted (l) that Cliff Barksdale was 
the first Negro to make the United States Olympic Basketball team;* 
(2) that a Manhattan College basketball player, Junius Kellogg, was 
the first to report that bribes were being offered to control scores 
in basketball games when he was offered $1,000 to "throw" a game 
against Depaul University? (3) that two Negroes, Chuck Cooper and 
Nathaniel Clifton, broke into organized professional basketball; (U) 
that the New ïork Yankees baseball team bought two Negro players; 
(5) that Don Newcombe became the first Negro pitcher to win 20 
games; (6) that Don Coleman of Michigan State made every all-America 
selection for the year 1951; (7) that Johnny Bright of Drake Univer¬ 
sity received the 1951 Iowa Amateur Athletic Award as the States' 
Athlete of the Year; (8) that Ollie Matson of San Francisco received 
the Glenn (Pop) Warner award as the most valuable senior on the Pacific 
coast; (9) that Duke Slater was one of the 32 girdiron immortals 
selected for the Football Hall of Fame; (10) that Joe Louis was defeated 
by Rocky Marciano and lost his title; (ll) that Ray Robinson was de¬ 
feated by Randy Ihrpin and won the 1951 Benny Leonard Good Sportsman¬ 
ship Trophy and Ring magazine Fighter of toe Year Award; (12) that 
Jersey Joe Walcott received the 1951 Edward J. Neil Memorial Plaque 
(most coveted award in boxing) for having done the most boxing during 
the year 1951; and (13) that at the beginning of the 1951-52 season, 
1Ibid., p. 335 
2Ibid., p. 32. 
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two more Negroes were in the National Basketball Association. They 
were Don Barksdale and Dave Minor.^ 
Entertainment.--In the Entertainment field, three items were 
included. They were (l) that the only Negro-owned radio station was 
opened in October, 19U9* in Atlanta, Georgia by J. B. Blayton?2 (2) 
that the legitimate theatre and motion pictures have presented a 
number of productions centered about the race problem?^ and (3) that 
Janet Collins was engaged as "premiere danseuse" by the Metropolitan 
Opera Company thus becoming the first regular Negro member of the 
company.^ 
Politics and Government.—The three items concerning Pblitics 
and Government were (l) that when Dr. W. E. B. IXiBois was indicted in 
1951 on charges of failure to register as a foreign agent because of 
his activities in connection with the work of the "Peace Information 
Center," he was tried and acquitted? (2) that when the House of 
Representatives Committee on Un-American activities issued a report 
on the "Communist Peace Offensive," names of prominent Negroes in aH 
walks of life were cited as members of "peace organizations" which 
failed to have the Committee's approval? and (3) that Dr. Channing H. 
Tobias was appointed as alternate delegate to the 6th General Assembly 
of the United Nations in Paris.^ 
•*Tbid., p. 28. 
2Ibid., p. 93. 
%bid., p. 89. 
^Ibid., p. 335. 
*Ibid., p. 335. 
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Journalism.—Four items included in the field of Journalism 
■were (l) that since 19l*7, the nation has witnessed a remarkable 
loosening of the strings that have kept tight the discriminatory 
practices among general periodicals}^- (2) that six Negro newspapers 
were born in 191*8, four in 19l*9, seven in 1950, and three in 1951} 
these appeared in 16 states and the District of Columbia}^ (3) that 
the Journal and Guide published in Norfolk, Virginia, won the Wendell 
Wilkie Newspaper Award} Louis Lautier, Washington, D. C. correspondent 
for the Negro Newspaper Publisher's Association, Simeon Booker, Jr., 
reporter for the Cleveland Call and Post and the Atlanta Daily World 
won the same award}3 and (1*) that Theodore R. Poston, New York 
Evening Post reporter, was named, along with Washington Pest car¬ 
toonist Herbert Block, as joint-winner of the CIO Newspaper Guild's 
Ninth Annual Heywood Broun Award. Poston was the first Negro to win 
this award.^ 
Armed Forces.—The one item in the category of Armed Forces 
news was that Lieutenant Wesley A. Brown, who was the first Negro 
to complete training at the United States Naval Academy, graduated 
June 3, 19U9.^ 
Awards, Honors and other Distinctions.—Three items were 
listed in connection with Awards, Honors and other Distinctions. They 
noted the facts that (l) Gwendolyn Brooks was awarded the 1950 Pulitzer 
^Ibid., p. 1*0. 
2Ibid., p. 32. 
3Ibid., p. 50. 
%bid., p. 1*8. 
*Ibid., p. 1^3. 
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Prize for poetry;^(2) Todd Duncan received a Doctor of Littany Degree 
from Valparaiso University;^ and (3) William Warfield received a 
scroll from the Negro in Arts Association for outstanding contributions 
in Music and the Theater.3 
Crime and Violence.—-The one fact listed relating to Crime 
and Violence «as that Sherman White, basketball player of Long Island 
University, along with other noted players «as charged «ith and con¬ 
fessed to the crime of accepting bribes to control basketball scores.^ 
Music.—Hie three items included in the field of Music «ere 
(1) that Nathaniel Dickerson, concert artist, «as awarded a gift 
certificate for the most outstanding recital in either Carnegie Hall 
or Carnegie Recital Hall during 19^9-50; (2) that Dean Dixon, on May 
21, 1950, conducted a Town Hall program of symphonic music by Negro 
composers from five countries; and (3) that the Hall Johnson Choir 
represented the United States at the Berlin Festival in 1951*'’ 
Literature.--The category of Literature included the fact that 
Ethel Waters1 autobiography His Eye is on the Sparrow became a best¬ 
seller in 1951.6 
Significant News According to the 
New York Times Index 
Race Relations.—The 17 items in the field of Race Relations 
•kCbid., p. 80. 
2Ibid., p. 89. 
3Ibid., p. 93. 
^Ibid., p. 28. 
'’Ibid., p. 
^Ibid., p. 93. 
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included the facts (l) that the Schomburg Collection of the New York 
Public Library published an Honor Roll of Race Relations listing 12 
Negroes and 6 whites; (2) that Marian Anderson was honored for her 
work in the equal rights drive; (3) that President Truman in a message 
to Congress asked that discrimination in inter-state travel be banned; 
(h) that the American Association of University Women proposed the 
ouster of the Washington, D. C. chapter for rejecting a Negro 
applicant; (£) that the NAACP protested planned American Federation 
of Musicians concert at Constitution Hall, in view of the policy of 
the Daughters of the American Revolution to deny use of the Hall by 
Negro artists; (6) that the Democratic National committee banned 
segregation in its Negro division; (7) that C. M. Pierce was the 
first Negro to be elected a class marshall at Harvard University; 
(8) that, for the first time, the Superior Court upheld Atlanta's 
right to use Negro policemen to patrol the city streets;^ (9) that 
ïale University and Smith College feted Howard University students 
as an interracial experiment; (10) that the American Association of 
University Women voted to admit Negroes and the Washington, D. C. 
branch seceded in protest; (ll) that the honorary degree awarded to 
Mrs. Mary Mcleod Bethune by Rollins College was the first given to 
a Negro by the college; (12) that Dr. Harold L. Trigg, president 
of St. Augustine's College in Raleigh, North Carolina, was the 
first Negro to be appointed to the North Carolina Board of 
Education; (13) that the Arkansas Education Association admitted 
•*-New York Times Index, 191*8, pp. 70ii-706. 
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Negroes to membership; (lU) that the House of Delegates of the 
American Nurses Association admitted the first Negro delegate; 
(l5) that the NAACP protested the revival of the film Birth of a 
Nation; (16) that the Georgia Medical Association admitted Negroes 
to scientific sessions but barred voting or office-holding rights; 
and (17) that the Interstate Commerce Commission upheld segregation 
on Southern railroad dining cars."1. 
Sports.—The four items found in the area of Sports referred 
to the facts that (l) baseball star, Jackie Robinson, and manager 
Branch Rickey received the National Urban League award for inter¬ 
racial teamwork; (2) Althea Gibson filed entry for the National 
Amateur Tennis Championship and became the first Negro to be accepted; 
(3) the Kid Gavilan-Bobby Dykes boxing bout in Miami was the first 
match to be staged in Florida between a Negro and a white man; and 
(U) Levi Jackson was named the first Negro team captain at Yale 
o 
University. 
Entertainment.—In the category of Entertainment, the one 
item reported the news that the play,Respectful Prostitute, was 
banned in New York by Commissioner Prendergast to avoid antagonizing 
the Negro population. 
Politics and Government.—In the category of Politics and 
Government, the nine items listed noted (l) that W. T. Coleman was 
the first Negro law clerk in the Supreme Court to work under Chief 
•^Ibid., p. 705. 
^Ibid., p. 706. 
3Ibid., p. 705. 
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Justice Frankfurter; (2) that Dr. Dorothy Williams was appointed as 
UNESCO Library Specialist;^ (3) that William H. Hastie's appointment 
to the Circuit Appeals Court was the highest court post held by a 
Negro during that time; (U) that Mrs. Edith Sampson was appointed 
as an alternate delegate to the 5th General Assembly of the United 
Nations by President Truman; (5) that Mrs. H. E. Byrd of Pennsylvania 
was appointed the first woman magistrate;^ @ ) that H. A. Stevens 
was the first Negro elected as General Sessions Court jiidge;^ (7) 
that Representative A. Clayton Powell was appointed vice-chairman 
of the Harriman-for-President committee; (8) that Public Safety 
Director, J. D. Bibb, was the first Negro in the Illinois Cabinet; 
and (9) that the Republican party was the first political party to 
pledge the end of segregation.^ 
Journalism.—The one item in the area of Journalism re¬ 
ferred to the fact that in I9J48, two Negro newspaper reporters 
traveled for the first time in a press group with President Truman.-’ 
Armed Forces.—The New York Times Index listed one item in 
connection with the Armed Forces which reported that J. L. Brown was 
the first Negro to graduate as a naval aviation cadet. He was gra¬ 
duated in 19U8.^ 
Awards, Honors and other Distinctions.—The 13 items in 
the category of Awards, Honors and other Distinctions included the 
■^Ibid., p. 706. 
^New York Times Index, 1950, p. 7U6. 
%ew York Times Index, 195l> p. 721. 
^New York Times Index, 1952, p. 736. 
%ew York Times Index, I9I48, p. 705. 
6Ibid.. p. 705. 
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facts (l) that Dr. Ralph Bunche received the 1950 Nobel Peace award 
along with the Town Hall public service award for his role as United 
Nations mediator in Palestine; (2) that Dr. Percy Julian received 
the Phi Beta Kappa Chicago division award; (3) that Jackie Robinson 
was the first Negro to win the Major League award for the most 
valuable baseball player; (it) that a replica of the cabin where 
Booker T. Washington was born was dedicated as a Virginia shrine 
in 19U9;^ (5) that Channing H. Tobias was the first Negro to 
receive an honorary degree from New York University; (6) that Mrs. 
Mary McLeod Bethune, Dr. Percy L. Julian and Roy Campanella received 
National Newspaper Publishers Association Awards in 1950; (7) that 
Dr. Percy L. Julian was named Chicagoan of the Year in a Chicago 
Sun-Times poll;^ (8) that Dr. Ralph J. Bunche was the first Negro 
to receive a Princeton University Honorary degree; (9) that the 
late Pfc. W. H. Thompson of the United States Army was slated for 
the Medal of Honor for Korean war action. He is the first Negro 
so honored since the Spanish-American war; (10) that a bill to make 
fifty cent coins honoring Booker T. Washington and George Washington 
Carver was passed by the Senate in 1951; (ll) that the late Harry 
T. Moore was awarded the Spingarn Medal in 1952, a year after his 
death by a bomb blast in his Mims, Florida home; (12) that architect 
Paul Williams received an Honorary degree from Howard University in 
1952; and (13) that Mrs. M. A. Thomas was the first Negro woman named 
^Nsw York Times Index, 19U9, pp. 680-682. 
%ew York Times Index, 1950, pp. 7U£-7Ü7. 
3Ibid. 
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Catholic Mother of the Year. She received this honor in 1952. 
Crime and Violence»—In the area of Crime and Violence, the 
three items Here (l) that a white gang in Birmingham, Alabama cut 
down a radio tower set up for an all-Negro radio station}** (2) that 
Dr. Percy L. Julian’s Oak Park, Illinois home was bombed} it was 
assumed that his presence in the community was opposed} and (3) that 
a Cicero, Illinois rioting mob tried to bar a Negro family from an 
apartment house.3 
Music.—The one item in the area of Music was that Dorothy 
Maynor was the first Negro to perform commercially in the Daughters 
of the American Revolution's Constitution Hall. This performance 
was in 1952.1* 
Religion.—The one item in the field of Religion pertained 
to the fact that two San Francisco, California Presbyterian Churches 
merged under the leadership o*f a Negro pastor. One church was 
originally Negro, the other white. ^ 
Health and Medicine.—The one item in the area of Health 
and Medicine revealed that Negro nurses were hired in the Catholic 
Hospital in Charleston, West Virginia in 1951»^ 
Education.—In the area of Education, 13 items were listed. 
^-New York Times Index, 1952, pp. 736-738. 
%ew York Times Index, 19U9, pp. 681-682. 
%ew York Times Index, 1952, pp. 720-722. 
^New York Times Index, 1952, p. 737. 
~*Ibid., p. 736. 
%ew York Times Index, 1951, p. 721. 
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These referred to the facts (l) that Howard University, in Washington, 
D. C., had acquired the Spingarn collection of Negro Literature and 
Related Items; (2) that Rev. D. L. Swann had been appointed as a 
Nanking University professor which was believed to be the first 
position given to a Negro on the faculty of a mission-supported 
Christian college in China; (3) that four Negro groups were appointed 
to aid the United States Office of Education in a drive to reduce 
adult illiteracy; (it) that New fork City had honored Booker T. 
Washington at a bust dedication held at the New fork University 
Hall of Fame; (£) that the University of Oklahoma Law School ad¬ 
mitted a Negro, Mrs. Ada S. Fisher, after a court fight which lasted 
more than three years; (6) that the University of Kentucky had ad¬ 
mitted 12 Negroes; (7) that the Texas University Medical School had 
admitted its first Negro student; (8) that Dr. Alonzo G. Moron had 
been inaugurated as the first Negro president of Hampton Institute; 
(9) that ten Negroes sued Delaware University for refusing them 
admission; (lO)that according to their student publications Alabama 
University students approved the entry of Negroes; (ll) that by 
Federal Court order, Louisiana State University Law School admitted 
the first Negro; (12) that Dr. H. D. West was the first Negro 
president of Meharry Medical College, Nashville, Tennessee, having 
been installed on October 22, 1952; and (13) that Dr. W. A. Hinton 
was the first Negro on the faculty at Harvard University.^- 
Miscellaneous Items.—Four miscellaneous items included the 
%ew York Times Index, 19li8, pp. 70U-706. 
2k 
facts (l) that children from Abyssinian Baptist Church in New fork 
City vacationed with white families in Vermont, and the white 
children returned the visit; (2) that the shift of the Communist 
party National Headquarters to Harlem was seen as part of the con¬ 
tinued drive to enlist Negro support; (3) that the National Asso¬ 
ciation of Colored Nurses disbanded in 1951}^ and (U) that Mrs. Harry 
T. Moore, wife of the late NAACP Florida co-ordinator, died as a 
result of the bomb blast of their Mims, Florida horae.^ 
Table 1 shows the total number of articles in the Negro 
Yearbook in each category and Table 2 shows the same information 
for the New York Times Index. 
More emphasis was placed on the areas of Sports and Race 
Relations than on any of the other categories used. There were 20 
news items cited in each of these fields. In Awards, Honors and 
other Distinctions, 16 articles were noted; 11 were found in Educa¬ 
tion; 10 items were included in Politics and Government; six in 
Journalism; five in Crime and Violence; four items in each of the 
categories of Music, Entertainment, and Miscellany were noted; two 
in Literature and the Armed Forces; one in the Church and Religious 
Work and one in Health and Medicine. No news items were found, in 
the sources examined, in the areas of Art, Social Welfare and Science. 
^New York Times Index, 1951» p. 721. 
^New York Times Index, 1952, p. 737. 
CHAPTER III 
ANALYSIS OF ARTICLES PERTAINING TO NEGROES FOUND 
IN FIVE GENERAL MAGAZINES, 19U8-1952 
The purpose of -this chapter is (l) to present the findings 
of the analysis of toe articles pertaining to Negroes in the samples 
chosen from toe following magazines: Look, Time, Ladies Home 
Journal, Saturday Evening Pbst and New Republic; and (2) to compare 
the articles found in each of toe magazines in terms of the nature 
of the content, toe number of articles found in the various cate- 
goiies listed, the treatment of toe content by the author, and other 
characteristics which include photographs and position of the article 
in toe publics lion. 
Various issues of toe magazines that were to be used in the 
analysis were unavailable, therefore making it necessary to resort 
to the following substitutions: toe first issue of Look for the 
month of March, 19U8 could not be found so the March l£, 19i»8 
issue was used in its place. None of the issues of Look for April, 
19li9 were available so the May 10, 19U9 and the December 6, 19k9 
issues were used. The first issue of Look for September, 1950 
was not available so the September 12, 1950 issue was analyzed. 
The initial issues of Look for October and August, 1951 were not 
found, therefore it was necessary to use the August llj, 1951 and the 
October 9, 1951 issues. The February 12, 1952 issue of Look was 
used in place of the first issue for the month of February. The 
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January 2ht 19U8 issue of the Saturday Evening Post mas analyzed 
in place of the first issue for January of that year. 
Several of the articles presented in the analysis did not 
pertain primarily to Negroes, but made reference to them, or in¬ 
cluded terms that indicated Negroes mere being discussed. A total 
of 75 magazines, 15 issues of each of the five titles, mere analyzed. 
There mere 110 articles concerning Negroes found in the five maga¬ 
zines during the period 19^8 through 1952 (see Table 3). 
Articles Appearing in Each of 
Five General iilagazines 
Ladies Home Journal 
As mas previously stated, Ladies Home Journal is a magazine 
slanted to appeal to the feminine reader. The thoughts and ideas 
of famous people in many walks of life have been included in this 
magazine. Three of the items found on Negroes mere of this type. 
Marian Anderson mas the subject of one of the items, Jackie 
Robinson the subject of another, and Booker T. Washington mas the 
subject of the third. A popular Lost Boundaries, mas reviewed in 
one section, the Negro as a Soldier mas discussed in another and 
an article dealing mith Negro youth and crime mas also presented. 
Included in "Under Cover Stuff," a regular feature in the magazine, 
mas a quotation called Wisdom from a Colored Lady, mritten in dialect. 
Ihis item mas reminiscent of 19th century articles mhich frequently 
used dialect in depicting the actions or sayings of Negroes. 
Eight articles relating to Negroes mere found in the analyzed 
issues of the Ladies Home Journal. Three of them mere in the 19U8 
TABLE 3 
NUMBER OF MAGAZINES EXAMINED AND NUMBER OF ARTICLES PERTAINING TO NEGROES FOUND 
Magazine 









































Ladies Home Journal 3 3 3 • • • 3 1 3 3 3 1 15 8 
Look 3 1 3 10 3 6 3 3 3 k 15 214 
New Republic 3 3 3 h 3 8 3 7 3 3 15 28 
Saturday Evening Post 3 6 3 2 3 1 3 • • • 3 h 15 10 
Time 3 1U 3 7 3 9 3 h 3 6 15 ho 
Total 15 27 15 23 15 25 15 17 15 18 75 no 
28 
issues, no articles were found in the issues examined for 19h9‘, one 
was found for 1950; three were found for 1951; and one was found 
for 1952. Two of these articles were in the category of Race 
Relations; two were in Miscellany; and one was in each of the fol¬ 
lowing categories: Crime and Violence, Politics and Government, the 
Armed Forces and Literature. Hie nature of the content of these 
articles was checked as favorable, in two instances, and as neutral 
in the other six. Two of the articles found pertaining to Negroes 
were lead articles. Of the eight articles examined, five of them 
concerned individuals and the other three were general. 
TVienty-five per cent of the articles found in the Ladies 
Home Journal were in the category of Race Relations and the category 
labelled Miscellany also had 25 per cent of the articles. Twenty- 
five per cent were favorable in nature of content and 75 per cent 
were neutral. Twenty-five per cent of the articles were treated 
favorably by the author and the other 75 per cent were treated 
neutrally. Seventy-five per cent of the articles were without 
photographs. Only 25 per cent were lead articles (see Table li). 
Look 
Look magazine contains several sections which are a regular 
department and many of the items concerning Negroes were found in 
these sections. Hie Look Record Guide gives information about 
Musicians who have made "hit" records and various public appear¬ 
ances. The Football Forecast discusses prominent college and pro¬ 
fessional football players. Look Movie Review presents analyses of 
outstanding movies and actors. There is also a section called "Look 
TABLE U 
GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF EIGHT ARTICLES CONCERNING NEGROES IN LADIES HOME JOURNAL, 19 U 8-19 52 
Title of Article Category 








Pro Con Neutral Yes No Leading 
no u 
Leading 
Hope for Human Ra ce 
Brotherhood Relations X X X X 
Negro as a Soldier Armed 
Forces X X X X 
Undercover Stuff Literatur e X X X X 
Undercover Stuff Politics 
and 
Governmen t X X X X 
50 ïeara Ago in the Race 
Journal Relations X X X X 
Profile of Youth Crime anc 
Violence X X X X 
What are People 
Really Like? Miscellan y X X X X 
Eating INith the 
Big League Miscellany X 
 l   
X X X 
Total 8 2 6 2 6 2 6 2 6 
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Applauds" in which winners of various Awards and Honors are mentioned. 
Ralph Bunche, Evelyn Burwell and Sugar Ray Robinson were included in 
this section. 
Over the five-year period from 19 U8 through 1952, there were 
2k articles pertaining to Negroes found in Look magazine (see Table 
5). One article was found in the 19i*8 issues, 10 were found in 19U9» 
six in the 1950 issues, three in the 1951 issues and four in the 1952 
issues. Of these 2h articles relating to Negroes, three were in the 
category of Education; seven were in Music; two were in Awards, Honors 
and other Distinctions; six were in Sports; one was in Crime and 
Violence; one was in Social Welfare; one was in Politics and Govern¬ 
ment; twq were in Miscellany; and one was in Entertainment. 
The nature of the content of the articles was checked as to 
whether it was favorable, unfavorable or neutral. Twelve of the 2k 
articles found in Look magazine were found to be favorable, five of 
them were unfavorable and -the remaining seven were neutral. In 
regard to the author's treatment of the content, which was checked 
as to whether pro, con or neutral; six of the articles indicated the 
author's approval and the remaining 18 indicated a neutral attitude. 
Twenty-one of the 2k articles were accompanied by photographs. Six¬ 
teen of the articles were considered lead articles. The articles 
were checked as to whether they concerned an individual, a group, 
or whether the news presented was general. Seventeen of the Look 
articles pertained to an individial, three of them discussed a group, 
and the other four were considered general news. 
Look magazine treated more articles in the category of Music 
TABLE 5 
GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF 2k ARTICLES CONCERNING NEGROES IN LOOK, 19kQ-19$2 
Nature of Content Author's Treatment Photographs Position of Article 







tral Pro Con Neutral Yes No Leading 
Not 
Leading 
How Buncombe County 
Won its Fight for 
Better Schools 
Education X X X X 
University of 
Mighigan Education X X X X 
Look Record Guide Music X X X X 
Look Applauds Awards, 
Honors X X X X 
Prize Boxing Photos 










Joe Louis' Crown: 
It fits Nobody 
Sports 
(Boxing) X X X X 
Look Applauds Awards, 
Honors X X X X 
How Dangerous is 
the Ku Klu* Klan? Crime and 




Welfare X X X X 
Look Record Guide Music X X X X 
Let's Help People 




X X X X 
TABLE £—Continued 
Nature of Content Author's Treatment Photographs Position of Article 








Pro Con Neutral 




Embassies Miscellany X X X X 
Look Movie Review Entertainmer t X X X X 
Football Forecast Sports 
(Football) X X X X 
lour Show of Shows Music X X X X 
Paul Brown: Foot¬ 
ball Conqueror 
Sports 
(Football) X X X X 
What's on America's 




(Baseball) X X X X 
The Name is Eckstim i Music X X X X 
The Money-Makers Music X X X X 
The Blind see a 
Barnyard Education X X X X 
Football Forecast Sports X X X X 
Porgy and Bess Music X X X X 
Total 2k 12 5 7 6 18 21 3 15 9 
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■with 20 per cent of the items examined falling in that area. Fifty 
per cent Here favorable in content, 20 per cent were unfavorable, 
and 29 per cent were found to be neutral. The author’s treatment 
of the content was 25 per cent pro and 75 per cent were treated 
neutrally. Eighty-seven per cent of the articles had accompanying 
photographs and the other 12 per cent were lead articles. 
New Republic 
Twenty-eight articles concerning Negroes were found in the 
issues of New Republic examined (see Table 6). All except two of 
these articles dealt with social issues. One of these exceptions was 
a critique of a novel by Langston Hughes and the other was an analysis 
of a movie. 
Six of the articles were found in the 19^8 issues, four were 
in the issues for 19U9, eight were for 1950, seven were for 1951, and 
for the,year 1952, three articles pertaining to Negroes were included. 
These 28 articles were classified in nine of the categories used in 
the analysis. Nine of the articles were in the classification of 
Politics and Government, four of them came under Social Welfare; six 
were in Education; one was in Race Relations; one was in Entertain¬ 
ment; two were in the category of the Armed Forces; three were in 
Literature; one was in Health and Medicine and one was in Crime and 
Violence. The nature of the content of eight of the articles was 
favorable, Hi of them had an unfavorable content and the other six 
were neutral. The author's treatment of the content of 18 of the 
articles was pro; and the other 10 were treated neutrally. Since 
the New Republic magazine does not include photographs in its make- 
TABLE 6 
GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF 28 ARTICLES CONCERNING NEGROES IN NEW REPUBLIC, 191*8-1952 
Nature of Content Author’s Treatment Photographs Position of Article 







tral Pro Con Neutral Yes No Leading 
Not 
Leading 
Stand Up and be 
Counted 
Politics and 
Government X X X X 
The Lady and the 
Sheriff 
Social 
Welfare X X X X 
In the Dark Politics and 
Government X X X X 
The Court Declines Education X X X X 
A Report on the 
New Party 
Politics and 
Government X X X X 
Pattern Race Relation s X X X X 
The Week Politics and 
Government X X X X 





Government X X X X 
The Midwest is 
Worried 
Social 
Welfare X X X X 
Roosevelt College 




Government X X X X 
TABLE 6—Continued 
Na ture of Content Author's Trea tment Photographs Position of Article 










Armed Forces X X X X 
&êlilngt0n 
Education X X X X 
Movies: Very 
Clever 
Entertainment X X X X 
Books in Review 
(Simple's Dialo- Literature X X X X 
gues) 
Two Armies or One Armed Forces X X X X 
Equal Education Education X X X X 
Correspondence Politics and 
Government X X X X 
Cicero's Covenants Social Welfare X X X X 
Lgbor War in 
North Carolina Social Welfare X X X X 
Bandwagon Health and 
Medicine X X X X 








Government X X X X 
Correspondence Crime and 
Violence X X X X 
The Negro Per¬ 
sonality Literature X X X X 













up, none of the articles found were accompanied by photographs. 
Thirteen of the items found were considered lead articles. Twenty 
of these articles related to issues and therefore were considered 
general; five of them pertained to individuals, and the other three 
concerned groups. 
Of the articles examined in New Republic magazine, the 
largest proportion of them were found in the category of Politics 
and Government. Thirty-two per cent of the articles were in that 
area. Twenty-nine per cent of the total articles were favorable in 
content, 50 per cent were unfavorable and 21 per cent were neutral. 
Die author treated 61* per cent pro, and the other 21 per cent were 
treated neutrally. Forty-six per cent of the items found were lead 
articles. 
Saturday Evening Post 
Of the issues of Saturday Evening Post analyzed, 10 articles 
relating to Negroes were discovered. These were of a general nature 
and tended to be conservative. Three of these items were in the 191*8 
issues; two were in the 19l*9 issues; one was found for 1950; for the 
year 1951» no articles pertaining to Negroes were found; and in 1952, 
there were four articles concerning Negroes in the issues examined. 
These articles were classified in six of the designated categories. 
Three were in Sports; one was in Journalism; one was in Crime and 
Violence; three were in Miscellany; one was in Health and Medicine; 
and one was in the Armed Forces. Three of the articles were favor¬ 
able in regard to nature of content, two were unfavorable and the 
other three were neutral. The author’s treatment of the content was 
TABLE 7 
GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF 10 ARTICLES CONCERNING NEGROES IN THE SATURDAY EVENING POST, 
19h8 - 1952 
Nature of Content Author's Treatment Riotographs Position of Article 







■tral Pro Con Neutral Yes No Leading 
Not 
Leading 
The Color Line in 
Medicine 
Health and 
Medicine X X X X 
The Banker Who 
Loves to Say Yes Miscellany X X X X 
Keeping Posted Journalism X X X X 
Rebel in Illinois Armed Forces X X X X 
The Old Pirates 
Were Pikers 
Crime and 
Violence X X X X 
Vicksburg Miscellany X X X X 
I Know Why they 
Sold out to the 
Gamblers 
Sports 
(Basketball) X X X X 
The Strange Case 
of Ezzard Charles 
Sports 
(Boxing) X X X X 
Remember When? Miscellapy X X X X 
Pigskin Preview Sports 
(Football) X X • X X 
Tbtal 3 2 5 3 7 8 2 9 1 
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pro for three of the articles and neutral for the remaining seven. 
Photographs pertaining to the subject accompanied eight of the 
articles, and the other two were without photographs. Nine of the 10 
articles found in the Saturday Evening Post were lead articles. Of 
the 10 articles found, five of them pertained to individuals and five 
were general in nature. 
The areas of Miscellany and Sports claimed the greatest 
number of articles found in the Saturday Evening Post. Both of 
these categories had 30 per cent of the articles. Thirty per cent 
were treated pro by the author and 70 per cent were treated neutrally. 
Eighty per cent had accompanying photographs and 20 per cent were 
without photographs. Ninety per cent were lead articles. 
Time 
For the period from which the samples were taken, liO articles 
relating to Negroes were found in Time magazine (see Table 8). The 
news in Time is departmentalized and the current news concerning 
Negroes was placed in the proper department. Quite a few of the 
articles dealt with outstanding Negro personalities, but any news 
that happened to be in the forefront at the time was also included. 
Fourteen of the I4O articles were published in 19U8, seven 
were found in the 19l;9 issues, nine in 1950, four in 1951 and the 
other six articles that pertained to Negroes were found in the 1952 
issues. These articles fell in 10 of the 17 categories used to 
classify the articles. Four of them were in Education) seven were 
in Sports; three were in Race Relations; four were in Politics and 
Government; six were in Miscellany; one was in Religion; one was in 
TABLE 8 
GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF ARTICLES CONCERNING NEGROES IN TIME MAGAZINE, 191*8-1952 
Nature of Content Author's Treatment Photo? raphs Position of Article 







tral Pro Con Neutral les No Leading 
Not 
Leading 
Time to Retire Sports(Boxing) X X X X 




X X X X 
Dead Aim Sports(Boxing) X X X X 
No Laughing Matter Sports(Baskets all) X X X X 
Gone Gal Music X X X X 
The Congress Politics and 
Government X X X X 
People Entertainment X X X X 
People Miscellany X X X X 
Gallup Poll Politics and 
Government X X X X 
Levi's Olympics Entertainment X X X X 
Nature Boy From 
Brooklyn 
Music 
X X X X 
Winning Ways Sports(Track) X X X X 
Say it Ain't So Joe Sports(Boxing) X X X X 
New Playin' Man¬ 
hattan 
Entertainment 
X X X X 
Middle East Armed Forces X X X X 
Holy Experiment Education X X X X 
Hometown Boys Miscellany X X X X 
Island Pastor Religion X X X X 
Bloody Mary Entertainment X X X X 
The Administration Politics and 
Government X X X X 
TABLE 8—Continued 
Nature of Content Author's Treatment Photos raphs Position of Article 







tral Pro Con Neutral les No Leading 
Not 
Leading 
A Sea of Trouble Music X X X X 
North Carolina Race Relations X X X X 
South Carolina Politics and 
Government X X X X 
Marriage Revealed Miscellany X X X X 
The Restless Foot Miscellany X X X X 
Current and Choice Entertainment X X X X 
Books Literature X X X X 
Professor on Leave Education X X X X 
Current and Choice Entertainment X X X X 
Uncrowned Heads Sports(Boxing) X X X X 
Jam for Jimmy Music X X X X 
Sequels (Cicero 
Riot Sequel) Race Relations X X X X 
News in Pictures Sports(Boxing) X X X X 
Eye end.Ear 
Specialist 
Music X X X X 
Roses and Thorns Miscellany X X X X 
New Pop Records Music X X X X 
South Africa Race Relations X X X X 
Milestones (Died) Miscellany X X X X 
New Pop Records Music X X X X 
Total lh 7 19 13 1 26 18 | 22 9 31 
la 
Literature; and one was in the category of the Armed Forces. The 
nature of the content of the Time articles was as follows: 111 
favorable, seven unfavorable, and 19 neutral. The author’s treat¬ 
ment of the content follows: 13 pro, one con and 26 neutral. 
Eighteen of the i*0 articles had accompanying photographs and the 
other 22 were without photographs. Eight of the items found in 
Time during the five-year period were lead articles. In 32 of the 
articles an individual was the subject; two discussed a group; and 
six of them were general news which related to an issue. 
Tie largest proportion of the articles found in Time maga¬ 
zine was in the areas of Sports and Music. Both of these categories 
claimed 17 per cent of the articles. Regarding the nature of the 
content, 35 per cent of the articles were favorable, 17 per cent 
were unfavorable, and 1*7 per cent were neutral. The author treated 
32 per cent of them pro, two per cent were treated con and 6$ per 
cent were treated neutrally. Forty-five per cent of the articles 
had accompanying photographs and 55 per cent were without. Twenty- 
seven per cent were lead articles. 
A Comparison of the Articles Found in 
Five General Magazines 
Samples were taken from each of five general magazines, Look 
Time, Ladies Home Journal, Saturday Evening Post and New Republic, 
and were examined over a five-year period 19U8-1952. 
Time magazine with hO items contained more articles relating 
to Negroes than the other magazines examined. New Republic, which 
had the second largest number, contained 28; Look magazine included 
U2 
2k; 10 articles were found in the Saturday Evening Post, and the 
Ladies Home Journal, which had the smallest number of articles per¬ 
taining to Negroes, contained eight* 
The largest percentage of articles that were favorable in 
the nature of the content were found in Look* Fifty per cent (12) of 
the articles were favorable. Time contained the next largest number 
of favorable articles* Thirty-five per cent (lii) of the articles were 
found to be favorable. Thirty per cent (3) of the articles in the 
Saturday Evening Post were favorable. New Republic contained 26 per 
cent (eight) favorable items; and 2$ per eent (two) of the articles 
in the Ladies Home Journal were favorable. The New Republic con¬ 
tained more articles that were unfavorable in content* Fifty per 
cent (lU) of the 28 articles were discovered to be unfavorable* Look, 
which was second, had 21 per cent (five) articles of unfavorable con¬ 
tent. Saturday Evening Post had 20 per cent (two). Time had 1? per 
cent (seven), and none of the articles in the Ladies Home Journal were 
unfavorable in regards to content. Seventy-five per cent (six) of the 
Ladies Home Journal articles were neutral in content; *>0 per cent (five) 
of the ten Saturday Evening Post articles were neutral; U7 per cent (1?) 
of the Time articles were neutral in content; 29 per cent of the Look 
articles were neutral and 21 per cent (six) of the articles found in 
New Republic were neutral in content. 
There were 17 categories used to classify the articles. Time 
magazine, having more articles pertaining to Negroes than the other 
magazines, employed more of the categories. The UO Time articles 
fell in ten categories with the largest number classified under Sports 
and Music. Entertainment and Miscellany claimed the next largest 
1*3 
number of the articles, Politics and Government and Race Relations 
were next; last were the classifications of Religion, Literature and 
the Armed Forces. 
Look and New Republic used nine of the 17 designated cate¬ 
gories. Music claimed most of the Look articles} Sports claimed the 
second largest number; the category of Education ranked third. 
Awards, Honors and other Distinctions along with Miscellaneous items 
were fourth; Entertainment, Social Welfare, Crime and Violence and 
Politics and Government were the categories that contained the smal¬ 
lest number of the Look articles. 
Politics and Government was the classification that claimed 
the majority of the New Republic articles. Education was second; 
Social Welfare was third; Literature ranked fourth. Armed Forces 
was in fifth place; Health and Medicine, Crime and Violence, Race 
Relations and Entertainment carried the smallest number of articles. 
The Ladies Home Journal and the Saturday Evening Post 
articles fell in six of the designated categories. The largest 
number of articles found in Ladies Home Journal were placed in the 
categories of Race Relations and Miscellany. Others were classi¬ 
fied in Crime and Violence, Politics and Government, the Armed 
Forces and Literature. Saturday Evening Post contained most articles 
in the categories of Sports and Miscellany» The second largest 
number of articles were classified in the areas of Crime and Vio¬ 
lence, Health and Medicine, Journalism and the Armed Forces. 
Regarding the treatment of the content which was checked as 
to whether it was pro, con or neutral, 6k per cent of the New Republic 
articles were pro; 32 per cent (13) of the Time articles were pro; 
Ui 
30 per cent (three) of the Saturday Evening Post articles; and 
Look and Ladies Home Journal were found to have 25 per cent of their 
articles classed as favorable so far as the author's treatment was 
concerned. 
Of the five magazines examined, only Time for July 3, 1950 
contained an article in which the treatment was adverse. The article 
"South Carolina" referred to the fact that a South Carolina Negro 
was running for Congress against a man who had served five terms in 
Congress. The tone the author used in discussing this article was 
one that would be considered uncomplimentary by Negroes. 
Look and the Ladies Home Journal had 75 per cent of the 
articles treated neutrally; Saturday Evening Post had 70 per cent; 
Time had 65 per cent of the articles treated neutrally and New 
Republic was found to have 21 per cent neutrally treated articles. 
New Republic magazine does not include photographs although 
the magazine.does include illustrations, cartoons, or caricatures 
occasionally. Eighty-seven per cent of the Look articles were accom¬ 
panied by photographs; 1*5 per cent of the Time articles had photo¬ 
graphs; 80 per cent of the Saturday Evening Post articles, and 25 
per cent of the Ladies Home Journal articles were accompanied by 
photographs. 
Regarding the position of the articles, they were checked 
as to whether they were cover stories or lead articles. None of 
the articles relating to Negroes found in the magazines were cover 
stories. Ninety per cent of the Saturday Evening Post articles were 
leading or featured articles; 67 per cent of the Look articles were 
leading; U6 per cent of the New Republic articles; 25 per cent of the 
h$ 
Ladies Home Journal articles, and 20 per cent of the Time articles 
were considered leading or prominent articles in terms of place¬ 
ment in the periodicals. 
TABLE 9 
DISTRIBUTION BY PERCENTAGE OF THE ARTICLES PLACED IN THE 17 CATEGORIES 
Magazine 
Categories 





















































Sports • • • • • • 6 25 • • • • • • 3 30 7 17 16 
Journalism • • • • • • • 9 9 • • • • • • • • • 1 10 9 • • • • • 1 
Music • • • • • • 7 29 • • • • ♦ • • • • • • • 7 17 111 
Art • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 9 • • • • • • • • 
Social Welfare • • • • • t 1 h h lit • • • • • • 9 • • • • • 5 
Church and Religious Work • • • • • • • • • 9 9 9 9 9 9 • • * • • • • • • 1 2 l 
Politics and Government 1 12 1 k 9 32 • • • • • • ii 10 15 
Entertainment • • • • • • 1 h 1 h • • • • • • 6 15 8 
Literature 1 12 • • • 9 9 9 3 10 • » • • • • 1 2 5 
Science • • • • • • • • 9 9 9 9 • • • • • • • • • • • ♦ 9 • • • • • ♦ • • 
Health and Medicine • • • • • • • 9 9 9 9 9 1 ii 1 10 9 • 9 • * • 2 
Education • • • • • • 3 12 6 21 9 9 9 il 10 13 
Crime and Violence 1 12 1 U 1 h 1 10 9 • • • • • U 
Awards and Honors • • • • • • 2 8 • 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 • • • 9 • • • • • 2 
Race Relations 2 25 • • • • • • 1 k 9 9 9 • • • 3 7 6 
Armed Forces 1 12 • • • • • • 2 7 1 10 1 2 5 
Miscellany 2 25 2 8 • « • • • • 3 30 6 15 13 
Total 8 100 2k 100 28 100 10 100 Uo 100 no 
TABLE 10 
COMPARISON BY PERCENTAGE OF THE ARTICLES IN THE FIVE GENERAL MAGAZINES 
Nature of Content Treatment o. C Content Photographs Position of Article 
Total un- | Neu- Pro Con Neutral With Without Not 
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Ladies Home 
Journal 8 2 25 • • • 6 75 2 25 • • • * • • 6 75 2 25 6 75 2 25 6 75 
Look 2k 12 50 5 21 7 29 6 25 • • • • • • 18 75 21 87 3 12 16 67 8 32 
New Rernibl i Q 28 8 29 lU 50 6 21 18 6k 10 21 13 U6 1* 5U 
Saturday Evening 
Post 10 3 30 2 20 5 50 3 30 • • • • • • 7 70 8 80 2 20 9 90 1 10 
Time iiO Ik 35 7 17 is hi 13 32 l 2 26 65 18 ii5 22 55 8 20 32 80 
Total no 39 28 ia h2 l 67 k9 33 k8 62 
CHAPTER IV 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
The general characteristics of the articles found in the 
five magazines examined (Ladies Home Journal, Look, New Republic, 
Saturday Evening Post and Time) were similar in many respects. The 
number of items found in the magazines from year to year did not 
vary to any great degree. For example, Ladies Home Journal, which 
contained the smallest number of articles about Negroes, had no items 
for a whole year, and the highest number found was three; Time 
magazine which contained the largest number of articles pertaining 
to Negroes had lU as its' highest number for a year and four as the 
lowest. These two examples are similar to the changes in the number 
of items pertaining to Negroes found in the other magazines examined. 
So it is obvious that the extent of inclusion in these periodicals 
was fairly small. 
There was a slight change found in the tone of the articles 
during the five-year period. This change was noted mainly in New 
Republic magazine. The bulk of the items found in New Republic were 
unfavorable in content, especially those found in the magazines pub¬ 
lished in the years examined first, but the change came in that more 
of the articles were found to be favorable or neutral in content in 
the magazines examined in the last two years of the analysis. It was 
interesting to note that although the nature of the content of most 
hB 
U9 
of the New Republic articles were unfavorable, the content was treated 
favorably by the author. 
Although Time, Look, Saturday Evening Post and Ladies Home 
Journal are basically conservative in their treatment of national 
issues, they may sometimes criticize what they regard as inefficient 
handling of various affairs of business or government. Sit since 
New Republic is a magazine of opinion, it is expected that the 
articles would vary in treatment of the issues at hand. It has 
sometimes been thought of as having quite liberal ideas on matters 
of race and other controversial issues. 
Hie changes in the content of the items found in Time, Look, 
Saturday Evening, Post and Ladies Home Journal were not so marked as 
those found in New Republic. It would be expected that the tone of 
the news would be quite different because of the variety of types of 
periodicals examined. 
As is shown in Table 8 and in the body of Chapter III, only 
one of the articles found in any of the magazines was regarded as 
con in the treatment of content. This gives a little indication 
that the publications analyzed progressed toward the goal of achiev¬ 
ing better race relations at the particular time they were examined. 
The periodicals examined do not place as much emphasis on 
news of crime and violence among Negroes as do many newspapers. 
This is understandable since a weekly or monthly magazine has a large 
quantity of information to report and it would stand to reason that 
the editors would present news that would appeal to a wide audience. 
Hie news found in these magazines was primarily seasonal, though more 
5o 
items were in the areas of Sports and Politics and Government than 
in any of the other categories used. The probable reason for the 
large number of articles on sports found in the magazines is that 
Negroes were beginning to make more progress in that area than in 
any other during the years 19U8-1952* New Republic and Time would 
naturally carry articles on Politics and Government since they are 
noted for containing articles on current national and international 
affairs. Saturday Evening Post and Ladies Home Journal, given more 
to fiction and human interest features, would be expected to carry 
fewer news items. Look, a magazine consisting mainly of picture 
stories would place emphasis on news that could be told best in 
pictures. Information about politics or race relations would not 
always lend itself to this type of presentation. 
In examining the two sources (the New York Times Index and 
the Negro Yearbook) from which the information for Chapter II was 
taken, it was noted that more emphasis was placed on Sports and Race 
Relations during the five-year period 19U8-1952. The stress on 
Sports found in the New fork Times Index and the Negro Yearbook 
corresponded with the articles in the five periodicals, but the 
category of Race Relations did not claim as many items as were found 
in the two sources* 
Rayford W. Logan's The Negro in American Life and Thought was 
cited in Chapter I regarding the shocking picture of the accounts given 
of the attack on Negro rights in various leading literary magazines 
in the late 19th century.-^- The treatment of Negro news in various 
^Rayford IN. Logan, The Negro in American Life and Thought, 
(New York: Dial Press, 19E>k/,2hO. 
51 
periodicals has made a drastic change since that time. Drawings, 
cartoons, and stories written in dialect were employed in the late 
19th century to depict Negro behavior and derogatory terms and 
phrases were used regularly. Few practices of this type were em¬ 
ployed by any of the five periodicals examined. The one item that 
employed dialect was found in the November, 1950 issue of the Ladies 
Home Journal, 
As was noted in Chapter I, magasines in general were as potent 
a force in the abolition of slavery as in the lessening of sectional¬ 
ism and insularity. Today, they are perhaps the most powerful force 
at work in helping Americans recognise And realise the place of the 
United States in an international order. 
There was a definite tendency shown in the five magasines 
examined to present Negro news without unnecessary bias and prejudice. 
APPENDIX I. CHECK SLIP USED TO ANALYZE THE ARTICLES 
Title of Magazine _________________ 
Title of Article  




Author’s treatment of content: 
Favorable (Pro)  
Unfavorable (Con) _______ 
Neutral ______________ 
Lead Article or Cover Story: 
Yes No 
Individual News  
Group News  
General News  
Accompanying photographs: 
Yes No 
Date of issue  
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